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GETTING STARTED

• Sign In / Pre-Survey 

Completed

• 2 Resonate Cards

• Please take care of your 

needs 

• Drink/Stand Up/ Restroom/ 

Other



BEYOND DEMENTIA 

DIAGNOSIS: 

SHIFTING 

PERSPECTIVE ON 

BRAIN CHANGE

AGENDA 

Mindset

What is Dementia

How Does Dementia Affect the 

Brain



MINDSET



WHAT IS YOUR 
REACTION OR 
HOW DO YOU 

FEEL WHEN YOU 
HEAR THE WORD 

DEMENTIA? 



 

MINDSET

“THE PROBLEM IS 
NOT THE PROBLEM 
THE PROBLEM IS 
YOUR ATTITUDE 
ABOUT THE 
PROBLEM”
 ~ CAPTAIN JACK SPARROW

Fixed   Growth

Avoids Change  Embrace Change

Dislikes Criticism Welcomes Criticism

Prefer Comfort Zone Step out of Comfort

Struggles with Failure Learns from Failure

Threatened by Other’s Learn from Other’s

Focus on Proving Self Values the Process





MINDSET

DEBRIEF



WHAT IS 

DEMENTIA



EARLY-STAGE 

DEMENTIA

5 Key Messages

1. It is NOT a part of normal aging

2. Dementia is caused by diseases 

of the brain

3. Dementia is not just about 

having memory problems

4. It is possible to have a good 

quality of life living with 

dementia

5. There is more to the person 

than dementia



DEMENTIA IS 

NOT A 

DIAGNOSIS



MOST COMMON TYPES OF DEMENTIA

Symptom Neuropathology Achieved

Alzheimer’s
Short-term memory loss

Language and visuospatial 

skills

Amyloid plaques and 

neurofibrillary tangles
8-20+ yrs

Dementia with Lewy Bodies

Visual hallucinations

Fluctuation in cognition

REM sleep behavior disorder

Neuroleptic sensitivity

Intracellular deposits of 

misfolded alpha-synuclein

Generally, 5-7 yrs

can range 2-20 yrs

Frontotemporal Dementia

Disinhibition, apathy, 

compulsive behavior (BV)

Gradual language 

dysfunction (PPA)

Atrophy of frontal and 

temporal lobes

Hyperphosphorylated tau 

protein

Generally, 7-13 yrs

can vary significantly

Vascular Dementia

Impaired executive 

function and complex 

attention 

Symptoms vary depending on 

location

Large and small vessel disease

Chronic progressive white 

matter disease

Prior infarcts

Generally, 5 yrs

can vary



TYPES OF DEMENTIA
• Alzheimer’s

• Vascular Dementia

• Most Preventable – Blockage in the Arteries

• Lewy Body Dementia

• One of the most misdiagnosed

• One dose of Haldol can kill them

• Frontotemporal Degeneration

• Other most misdiagnosed

• Parkinson’s Dementia

• Overlap with Lewy Body Dementia

• Mixed Dementia

• Posterior Cortical Atrophy

• Alcoholic Dementia

• Excessive drinking which leads to deficiency in B 

vitamin absorption

• Huntington’s Disease

• Traumatic Brain Injury

• Creutzfeldt-Jakob

• Wenicke-Korsakoff

• Pick’s Disease

• Childhood Dementia –Sanfilippo

• Over 100 types of childhood dementia

• Over 400 Types of Dementia



DEMENTIA TRUTHS

1. It is not a part of normal aging

2. It is chronic and cannot be fixed

3. It is progressive and will get worse

4. It is terminal

5. Early diagnosis and treatment CAN help manage symptoms

6. Some dementia-like symptoms may be reversible: depression, vitamin 

deficiencies, medication side effects, can mimic dementia and may be 

treatable



BACK TO MINDSET

 It is NOT all about loss

 “Behaviors” do not come out of 

nowhere

 It does not just affect the person 

living with the disease



RESONATE

CARD

• DO NOT LOOK AT THE BACK OF YOUR 

CARD

• Pick up your card and place the back hidden 

against your stomach

• Everyone stand in a large circle with what 

resonates with you showing the group

Often Hot Often Cold

Introvert Who Likes To Be Alone

Collector



Positron Emission Tomography (PET) Alzheimer's Disease 

Progression vs. Normal Brains Normal Early Alzheimer's 

Late Alzheimer's Child 000 G.



“PET/CT in Neurology: Transforming Epilepsy & Dementia 

Care.” Akumin, akumin.com/health/pet-ct-in-neurology/. 

Accessed 3 June 2025. 



WHAT IS 

DEMENTIA

DEBRIEF



HOW DOES 

DEMENTIA 

AFFECT THE 

BRAIN





A few common conditions that 

affect the Frontal Lobe include:

• Alzheimer’s

• Expressive Aphasia

• ADHD

• Autism Spectrum Disorder

• Frontotemporal Degeneration

• Pick’s Disease

• Huntington’s Disease

• Lewy Body Dementia



A few common conditions that 

affect the Parietal Lobe include:

• Alzheimer’s

• Lewy Body Dementia



A few common conditions that 

affect the Temporal Lobe include:

• Alzheimer’s

• Frontotemporal Degeneration





Changes in Vision Field

• Reduced Peripheral Vision

• Motion is Challenging

• Unable to Recognize Objects

• Brain Unable to Process 

Information

• Issues with Depth Perception















HEALTHY BRAIN 

VS 

BRAIN

 WITH 

ALZHEIMER’S

https://server5.intermedia.ge/article_images/small/202012/2020122014274587692.png



Soto-Rojas, Luis Oskar, et al. “Neuroinflammation and Alteration of the Blood-Brain Barrier in Alzheimer´s 

Disease.” IntechOpen, IntechOpen, 1 July 2015, www.intechopen.com/chapters/48126. 



HOW DOES 

DEMENTIA 

AFFECT THE 

BRAIN



THANK YOU

For More 

Information
Melody Karick
CDP, CMDCP, PCHA, 

PAC
Dementia Consultant, 

Educator, Certified Cognitive 

Screener, Creator of C2S 

Dementia Experience and 

Education

Please Sign Out Certificate Post Survey Must Complete 

Sign In, Sign Out, 

Pre Survey, Post 

Survey, AND 

Certificate for 

Relias Credit
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